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of Hanifah can hardly be over-estimated, for he made the
first attempt to codify the Mohammedan law, using qiyas
as one of his bases. In doing this Abu Hanifah incidentally
evolved a theory of law (usul-al-fiqh) for the first time.
Abu Hamfah's work was supplemented and completed by
his intimate circle of disciples especially Abu Yusuf, and
Muhammad Ibn-al-Hasan.

Abu Yusuf, Ya'qub Ibn Ibrahim, (113/731-182/799), was
by far the most important disciple of Abu Hanifah. He
was the one who wrote out the principles laid down by
the master * and occupied in relation to him a position very
similar to that which Plato did in relation to Socrates. Abu
Yusuf held office as Chief Justice in Bagdad under the well-
known calif Harun-al-rashid, who sought his advice on the
most important affairs of state. In answer to certain ques-
tions of the Calif concerning taxation, and other matters
of public law, Abu Yusuf wrote his famous Kitab al-Kharaj,
a valuable essay on those subjects.

Imam Muhammad Ibn a I-Hasan al-Shaybani (135/752-
189/804-5) was the younger of the two disciples but by far
the keener. Ibn Khallikan 2 says the following :

When the imam as-Shafi went to Bagdad, Muhammad Ibn
al-Hasan was there, and they both met frequently and dis-
cussed points of law in the presence of Harun-ar-Rashid.
Al-Shafi'i was (afterwards) heard to say: " I never saw a
person who, when questioned on a point which required re-
flection, did not betray some uneasiness by his countenance;
but I must except Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan." He said
again: " The information which I learned by heart from
Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan would suffice to load a camel."

1 It is stated in the Mizdn (p. 48) that when Abu Hanifah decided a
point of law and all the doctors of his city were agreed upon it, he
said to Abu Yusuf, "Write it down".

* Vol. ii, p. 590.